Dear Trinity,

We, your 2025 vestry members, are so grateful for this community
of faith we build together. All of us, bringing our unique gifts to
the table, create this vibrant and beautiful faith community. It is
an honor and a joy to be on this journey together with all of you.

2025 Vestry Members
Carolyn Ludwig
Doug Townshend
Ellenor Zinski
Erika Fletcher

We are writing to ask you to support our 2026 Stewardship Campaign; offerings are made
as an expression of faith and generosity and our gifts are ultimately identified with Christ's
self-offering for our salvation. Your gifts help create stability and growth for the church’s

service to God, congregation, Gospel, and community.

As we worship together each week you can see “on earth as it is in heaven” being lived out in
so many ways. It is loud - like the stampede of our youngest members excited to be joining
us each week for communion. It is beautiful - like prayers of the people written by members
of this community. It is subtle - like hot water being ready just in case you might want tea. It
is messy - like learning how to grow as a 2025 congregation in an 1824 building.

In 2025 we’ve seen an explosion of growth:

e Our small group ministry has expanded from one group to four. A monthly art and

prayer night launched in September

Our pub theology events continue to attract participants to discuss relevant topics
We’ve seen 8 members complete a confirmation class.

This summer we hosted our 4th Compassion Camp

In one of our most exciting developments, our youth group kicked off, offering a safe

place for our middle and high schoolers to gather and grow in their faith.

Among other small Episcopal churches, we are unique
due to our large cohort of Millennial and Gen Z
members and our rapid regrowth since the COVID-19
pandemic. Trinity is also distinctly positioned as a
“third place” for our church community and for the
groups such as AA and Scouts that use our space.

“Third place” (coined by sociologist Ray Oldenburg)
refers to the idea that humans need a place other than
home or work where they can go to connect and build
community, ideally at little to no cost. In our area
disability and neurodivergent inclusive, LGBTQ+
affirming, and intergenerational third spaces are limited.
Trinity is able to be one of those places filling the gaps.

Trinity is a special place and means a great deal to a lot of people. You might not realize that
all that Trinity does is directly funded by this congregation. We receive no direct
contributions from the diocese: everything from the rector’s salary to the electricity bill is
covered through the generosity of our congregation. Each year, the vestry reaches out to the
congregation to ask for pledges as we prepare and plan for the following year. Our practice
of stewardship is an expression of our gratitude for God’s generosity towards us.




Talking about money is awkward and can come with a lot of baggage. Please know that we
are not trying to place any expectations to give financially. Financial donations are just one
of the three ways to pledge to Trinity:

Financial donations: Direct contributions to our budgeted ministries of our local church
body.

e Ifyou are planning to give financially, we would ask that you fill out a pledge card
(digitally or physically). Here's a link to the digital version: 2026 pledge card

e The pledge card allows us to budget for the coming year and estimate what we will
and will not be able to afford.

e Returning your pledge by November 22nd that would give us ample time to plan
before 2026!

e You can give in person on Sundays (via cash or check), online through tithe.ly or
through your bank via direct ACH withdrawal.

Volunteering: there are ample ways to serve in the church through your efforts and
service.

e Volunteering can be as quiet or as loud as your are comfortable with:
o Extroverts and action oriented people can help with ushering, greeting new
folks, kids or youth ministry*, or co-leading Pub Theology.
o Prefer something more behind the scenes? Ask about our Altar Guild,
maintaining our building and grounds, or other opportunities. Let us know
how you may want to help if nothing above sounds quite right!

Material Donations: Many of our ministries could not have been as successful without
folks donating food or other items.

e Those who bring snacks for Coffee Hour are heroes each week, giving us a chance to
practice unity and fellowship with one another after service.

e Ongoing contributions for the food bank and regular donations to Boonsboro
Elementary make direct impacts in our community.

e Bringing in items like kitchen supplies or even toilet paper helps our budget be
efficient.

If you are able, we ask you to prayerfully consider partnering financially with this church.
We are a small community and every offering is meaningful.

$8 a week would cover the costs for all our bulletins for the year.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeU-RIwn7WiXBXcOpGyy0WHACRIAOktjP8qKjXBNBYuJOWPLw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107503020646319375965
http://tithe.ly/

$185 a week could cover our electricity for the year.
$43 a week could cover our nursery expenses for the year.
$100 a week from 32 people would cover our budget for the whole year.

However you can give, be it time, talent or treasure, know that we are so appreciative and
truly this church would not be the same without you!

If you have questions about how/why/when to give, please check out our Stewardship FAQ
or chat with one of the Vestry members.

In Christ,
Your Trinity vestry

Carolyn Ludwig, Doug Townshend, Ellenor Zinski, Erika Fletcher
info@trinitylynchburg.com


https://mcusercontent.com/5bb02828d4660215295e16439/files/669cf456-5356-9c19-57ce-497083dc39dd/2026_Stewardship_FAQ_Google_Docs.pdf

